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CHAPTER 1 
 

POST-WAR MIGRATION FROM CYPRUS TO BRITAIN 
 
 
 
Sources 
There are several sources of statistical information concerning Cypriot migration to Britain during the 
post-war period.  The chief of these is based on the record of passengers moving through the ports of 
entry and departure in Cyprus:  from the mid-1950s onwards this source provides an accurate and quite 
detailed picture of the pattern of Cypriot migration overseas.  Other sources are more limited in these 
respects, but are important as supplements to the figures for passenger movement in and out of Cyprus. 
 The principal source of data on post-war Cypriot migration overseas is the annual official 
publication of the Republic of Cyprus:  Demographic Report, the name of which prior to 1963 was 
Vital and Migration Statistics1.  All data for passenger movement contained in these annual reports are 
derived from the embarkation and disembarkation cards which all travellers are required to complete on 
departing from or arriving on the island.  From 1955 onwards in this publication, migrants were 
distinguished from other passengers.  A 'migrant' for these purposes is any passenger who states that 
‘he is changing his country of residence permanently’. 
 It is an important feature of these statistics for migration to and from Cyprus that migrants are 
classified by ethnic group.  A significant minority of post-war migrants, mainly during the second half 
of the 1950s, have been other than Cypriot by ethnic group.  By 'Cypriot', in the present study, is meant 
either Greek Cypriot or Turkish Cypriot.  Non-Cypriot migrants have been mostly either Armenian or 
British persons, the latter being classified in the migration statistics within the category 'Anglo-
American'.  The migration of persons of each of these ethnic groups from Cyprus to Britain during the 
post-war period is examined in the Appendix to this study. 
 There need be no doubt that these migration statistics provide a closely accurate picture of 
Cypriot migration to Britain during the period for which they are available.  This may be tested, and is 
confirmed, by considering Cypriot migration to Australia, for which country detailed migration 
statistics are also available over the same period2.  The annual number of migrants recorded in each 
country from 1955 to 1966 is shown in Table 1.1. 
 It may be seen from this Table that in general the two series correlate quite closely.  In certain 
years, however, there is a degree of discrepancy, but this may be accounted for by the duration of the 
journey which produces a substantial disparity between the dates of departure and arrival.  It is 
significant that when the number of departures is notably higher, the number of migrants is increasing; 
whereas when arrivals are higher, the number of migrants is declining.  Overall, the totals for the 
twelve-year period are extremely similar, and no doubt would be more exactly so had not the Australian 
figures for 1957-8 included a small amount of 'long-term movement'.  The comparison therefore 
confirms the general accuracy of the Cyprus migration statistics, and suggests that, if anything, they 
may slightly underestimate the true totals. 
 A second source of statistical information concerning migration is the record of the issue of 
'affidavits of support' to prospective Cypriot emigrants to Britain.  This information is reported by 
Nearchou3, who obtained it from the London Office of the Government of Cyprus shortly before the 
time of Independence. 
 Since before the war, the Government of Cyprus had attempted to regulate the emigration of 
Cypriots to Britain by means of its control over the issue of passports.  Its principal aim in this was not 
to limit numbers, but to ensure that Cypriot immigrants to Britain would not fall destitute, and require 
support from public funds or repatriation.  Before the Government would issue papers endorsed for 
travel to Britain, it required evidence of sufficient resources and a guarantee of private support, for 
each potential migrant.  Applicants were required (a) to have "an adequate knowledge of English", and 
(b) to possess "an affidavit of support from a well-established resident" in Britain4.   
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The provider of this affidavit had to guarantee employment and lodging, and in theory was responsible 
for the complete welfare of the emigrant.  Applications for affidavits were made by the guarantor to the 
Government of Cyprus'  London Office, whose officials investigated their reliability.  Once the 
application was approved, the affidavit was forwarded to Cyprus so that papers endorsed for travel to 
Britain could be issued as appropriate.  
 Up to 1959, when the affidavit requirement seems to have been discontinued, all Cypriot 
emigrants to Britain (themselves, or as a family group) should officially have been in possession of an 
affidavit of support.  But how far may the issue of these affidavits be regarded as an accurate measure 
of the migration that actually took place? 
 Until the mid-1950s, the issue of affidavits of support may be regarded as a good 
approximation to the actual rate of departure to Britain.  For up to 1954, according to Nearchou (later 
George)5, the whole procedure worked smoothly and efficiently, and guarantor and beneficiary were 
mutually committed by this 'sponsorship' of the migration.  Subsequently, however, the requirements 
were in practice loosened, and affidavits soon to have become much easier to obtain.  Nearchou6 
reports that applications from intending guarantors passed uninvestigated; while for those aspiring 
migrants who could not arrange a sponsor personally, agencies emerged which offered to obtain 
affidavits for them on a commercial basis.  For these later years, therefore, the issue of affidavits is 
unsuitable as a measure of actual migration, and substantially exceeded it as may be seen below. 
 One further source of inaccuracy, affecting both passenger and affidavit statistics likewise, 
must also be pointed out.  During the period for which the affidavit system was in operation, it was 
from time to time reported by the London Office of the Government of Cyprus7 that a number of 
migrants were evading the official regulations by travelling to Britain by indirect routes.  This appears 
to have involved travelling first to one of the neighbouring Mediterranean countries, and from there 
making the second step to Britain.  The only instance actually cited is that, in October 1953, 38 
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Cypriots arrived in England with a 'mass certificate of identity' valid only for a single journey to 
Lebanon and Syria8.  There is little doubt, though, that this was exceptional.  The overall extent to 
which the official controls were circumvented is entirely unknown, and there is no basis on which it can 
be estimated. 
 The third source of data on Cypriot migration are the statistics for passenger movement into 
and out of Britain made available by the British Home Office.  Prior to 1962 no precise record of 
Cypriot immigration was kept, though from 1955 onwards estimates were compiled of the net inward 
movement of passengers whose passports had been issued in Cyprus9.  The figures, along with those 
for holders of passports issued in other Commonwealth countries, were aggregated from weekly records 
kept by Immigration Officers at the ports of entry and departure.  The totals seem not to have been 
regarded as highly accurate, and were 'rounded' to the nearest fifty persons. 
 From mid-1962, when the first Commonwealth Immigrants Act came into operation in Britain, 
accurate figures for the movement of Commonwealth citizens into and out of Britain became for the 
first time available.  These appeared annually in the Home Office publication:  Commonwealth 
Immigrants Act 1962: Statistics10.  All data included here are obtained by Immigration Officers, who 
are required by the Act to identify the purpose for which citizens of independent Commonwealth 
countries wish to enter Britain, and to admit them or otherwise in accordance with the Act's provisions. 
 These British statistics thus classify passengers into categories which have been defined for 
administrative purposes.  Three of the ten categories may be regarded as distinguishing 'migrants' from 
other passengers: 
 (a)  'Holders of Ministry of Labour Vouchers', who are thereby entitled to take employment in 
Britain; 
 (b)  'Dependants', who have been for the most part wives and children of voucher-holders or 
persons already working in Britain; and 
 (c)  'Persons coming for settlement not included elsewhere' - for example, persons coming to 
marry and settle in Britain, or persons of 'independent means'. 
 The aggregation of numbers in each of these categories for citizens of the Republic of Cyprus 
thus provides a measure of Cypriot immigration into Britain annually since mid-1962.  The accuracy of 
this measure, however, depends entirely upon the assessment made by Immigration Officers of 
passengers' intentions.  The evidence presented later in this chapter suggests that many emigrants from 
Cyprus were not officially assessed as such at the British end, and that the figures in question are 
therefore unreliable. 
 On the other hand, overall totals for net movement of Cyprus citizens have since 1962 been 
recorded with exactitude.  They therefore constitute a potentially valuable measure of net effective 
migration of Cypriots into Britain.  But since the present study does not consider movement after 1966, 
they are relevant for only four full years, and can be used here as little more than a check on the 
accuracy of the figures collected in Cyprus. 
 The last source of data on Cypriot migration which needs to be considered is the record, such 
as it is, of the overall net passenger movement between the two countries.  For Britain, in fact, there is 
no record.  Early statistics for passenger movement to and from Britain referred only to the long-
distance sea routes, while the current International Passenger Survey data have no category for 
movement to and from Cyprus. 
 For Cyprus, on the other hand, figures for overall passenger movement to and from Britain are 
available for part of the period, but these do not distinguish between ethnic groups.  Throughout the 
post-war period there has been much movement of British persons to and from Cyprus, and both 
civilian and military personnel have been liable to stay for medium to long periods.  Furthermore, a 
certain amount of the amount of movement between the two countries is likely to have been indirect.  
Particularly for the first of these reasons, therefore, the figures for net passenger movement between the 
two countries as measured in Cyprus are not of use in assessing the net migration of Cypriots to 
Britain.  Neither for Britain nor for Cyprus, then, is overall passenger movement a means of measuring 
migration to be used in the present study. 
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From Cyprus to Britain 
 The main source of information for Cypriot migration from Cyprus to Britain is the record for 
passenger movement out of the ports of Cyprus.  Figures for the number of Cypriot migrants are given 
in the Vital and Migration Statistics from 1957 onwards, while those for four previous years have been 
obtained from other official sources. 
 

 
 
 Table 1.2 shows the annual rate of Cypriot migration from Cyprus to Britain over the period 
from 1953 to 1966, as measured from records of passenger movement.  Around the middle of the 
decade, the rate appears to have risen to an average of some 4,000 emigrants a year during the later 
1950s.  At the end of the decade, the annual figure then rose sharply to between 12 and 13,000 at the 
beginning of the 1960s, and afterwards declined again in a similar manner.  Following the 
Commonwealth Immigrants Act, introduced in 1962, the rate has been relatively low, having fallen by 
the end of the period to less than 2,000 annually.  Overall during the fourteen-year period, more than 
65,000 Cypriots emigrated from Cyprus to Britain. 
 For years prior to 1953, there are no figures for emigration from Cyprus as measured by 
passenger movement through the island's ports.  For these early post-war years it is therefore necessary 
to adopt the figures for the issue of 'affidavits of support' as the best available measure of Cypriot 
migration to Britain. 
 The number of these 'affidavits of support' issued to prospective migrants in each post-war 
year up to 1958 is shown in Table 1.3.  From immediately after the end of the war, some thousand 
affidavits were issued annually until the end of the 1940s.  At that point the rate of issue began to 
increase, although the trend around that time was uneven.  Then, during the 1950s, the number of 
affidavits issued increased substantially, reaching a peak level in the final year, 1958. 
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 It has already been pointed out that up to 1954 the issue of affidavits of support may be 
regarded as a quite accurate measure of Cypriot emigration to Britain.  Subsequently, however, the 
requirements of the affidavit system were loosened, and far more affidavits seem to have been issued 
than were used.  Affidavit figures for the later part of the decade are therefore likely to be well in 
excess of the actual rate of migration. 
 A comparison, in Table 1.4, of the two series of statistics for those years which they have in 
common shows how this is in fact the case.  For 1953 and 1954 the respective figures correspond quite 
closely, whereas from 1955 onwards they begin to diverge.  Estimates for passenger movement into 
Britain for 1951 and 1952, made by the Government of Cyprus' London Office, are also included, since 
these further support the validity of the affidavit figures as a measure of migration in the early post-war 
years. 
 With the addition of the figures for the issue of affidavits for the years 1945 to 1952, we now 
have a complete set of figures for Cypriot migration from Cyprus to Britain in each year of the post-
war period up to 1966.  These are shown in Table 1.5 in summary form, and from this and the 
accompanying graph (Figure 1.1), the broad pattern of movement may be seen.  After a slow start 
during the later 1940s, the migration increased substantially during the 1950s, to reach a peak in the 
years 1960 and 1961.  Since that time it has declined sharply, and by the mid-1960s the rate was back 
at the level at which it had been in the early 1950s.  To judge by statistics at least, one chapter in the 
history of Cypriot migration appears to have been complete.  Over the 22 years as a whole, nearly 
75,000 Cypriots emigrated to Britain, an average of 3,500 migrants per year. 
 Figures published by the British Government for the immigration of Cypriots into Britain relate 
only to the period since mid-1962.  Since the introduction of the Commonwealth Immigrants Act in 
1962, statistics have been compiled for various categories of passengers entering the United Kingdom.  
As outlined in the previous section, three of these categories may be regarded as 'migrants':  holders of 
official work permits, dependants of such persons, and other persons admitted for settlement in 
accordance with the provisions of the Act. 
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 The numbers of Cypriot immigrants thus recorded in the British statistics are shown in Table 
1.6.  Compared with the Government of Cyprus' figures for Cypriot migration to Britain, they are 
distinctly on the low side.  They suggest that only about two-thirds as many Cypriot migrants entered 
Britain between 1963 and 1966 as are recorded in the Cyprus figures. 
 The reason for this is by no means clear.  Since the British statistics refer only to citizens of 
Commonwealth countries, it is possible that some Cypriot migrants were not included by virtue of their 
holding other categories of citizenship.  Cyprus, however, has been independent since 1960, and there is 
no evidence that citizenship of the United Kingdom and Colonies has been retained to any significant 
extent by Greek and Turkish Cypriots there.  The citizenship factor is therefore insufficient to account 
for the discrepancy.  The one alternative possibility is that many migrants have not presented 
themselves as such at the British ports, and have been admitted as visitors instead.  Such 'evasion' (at 
the time, intended or unintended) appears to have been practised quite widely among Commonwealth 
immigrants, at least during the early years of the Commonwealth Immigrants Act's operation11.  It is 
difficult to see how else the discrepancy can be accounted for.  If this supposition is correct, nearly half 
as many again of Cypriot immigrants entered Britain in the first four years of the Act as were recorded 
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in the official statistics.  The British statistics, it seems, thus provide an incomplete record of Cypriot 
migration to Britain during the four and a half years of the period to which they relate.   
 

 
 
Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots 
 In view of the relative autonomy of the Greek and Turkish communities in both Cyprus and 
Britain, and since different factors may affect the rate and manner of their respective migrations, it is 
important from the outset to distinguish the ethnic composition of Cypriot migration to Britain. 
 Table 1.7 shows the number of Greek and Turkish Cypriot emigrants from Cyprus to Britain in 
each year from 1955 to 1966.  During this period more than 48,000 Greek Cypriots, and more than 
12,000 Turkish Cypriots have emigrated from Cyprus to Britain.  Exactly four-fifths of the total have 
been Greek Cypriot and one-fifth Turkish Cypriot:  a ratio of four Greek migrants to each Turk.  Since 
in Cyprus, at the 1960 Census, Greeks constituted 76.7% and Turks 18.1% of the population, the two 
groups appear to have had very similar propensities to migrate during this period, that of Turkish 
Cypriots having been marginally higher.  Year by year there has been much variation in the ethnic 
composition of the total flow of migrants, the ratio varying between three and six Greeks to every Turk.  
Since 1962, though, the proportion of Turkish Cypriots among the migrants has increased steadily, 
although overall numbers have been in general declining. 
 For prior to 1955, there are no passenger data which distinguish Greek and Turkish Cypriots 
separately. But the number of each group who were issued affidavits of support is known for the years 
1951 to 1954, and these figures are given in Table 1.8.  They suggest that in the early post-war years 
the proportion of Turkish Cypriots was relatively low, but that it increased towards the mid-1950s.  
This is supported by the recollections of early post-war and pre-war immigrants.  In the absence of 
figures for the specific ethnic groups for 1950 and earlier, therefore, it has been assumed that the 
proportions for those years were the same as, on average, those for 1951-2.  Thus, of 6,139 affidavits 
of support issued to prospective emigrants, it is assumed that 15 per cent, or 922, were issued to 
Turkish Cypriots, and the remaining 5,217 were issued to Greek Cypriots. 
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 Furthermore, since passenger data for all Cypriot emigrants to Britain are available for 1953-4, 
these figures are to be preferred to those for the affidavit issue.  It is assumed, therefore, that actual 
emigrants of each group were in the same proportion as the issue of affidavits to each group.  Thus 
during those two years 1953-4, it is estimated that 4,045 Greek Cypriots and 905 Turkish Cypriots 
emigrated from Cyprus to Britain.  And for the whole of the period up to 1954 when passenger figures 
for each ethnic group first become available, it is estimated that 11,985 Greek Cypriots and 2,186 
Turkish Cypriots emigrated to Britain. 
 To summarise, then, for the whole of the post-war period from 1945 to 1966, 60,392 Greek 
Cypriots and 14,355 Turkish Cypriots left the island of Cyprus to emigrate to Britain.  Of all migrants, 
therefore, 80.8 per cent were Greek Cypriot and 19.2 per cent Turkish Cypriot.  Year by year this 
ethnic composition has tended to fluctuate - rather unevenly so during the years of greatest emigration.  
In the early post-war years, though, Greek Cypriots appear to have predominated, while during the 
1960s the Turkish component, though still a minority, has increased steadily. 
 
Alternative Destinations 
 What proportion of all Cypriot emigrants during the post-war period have been destined for 
Britain, and to what other countries do Cypriot migrants depart?  A complete record of the destinations 
of Cypriot emigrants from Cyprus is available only from 1957.  These figures are shown in Table 1.9. 
 

 
 
 
 Of some 62,000 Cypriot emigrants from Cyprus between 1957 and 1966, towards 53,000 have 
emigrated to the United Kingdom.  That is to say, just over 85 per cent of all Cypriot emigrants during 
this period have been destined for Britain.  During this twelve-year period no other single country was 
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the destination of more than 6 per cent of the migrants.  Cypriot emigrants have thus had a very high 
propensity to choose Britain as their country of settlement overseas. 
 This propensity to emigrate to Britain has not, however, been constant throughout the period.  
It has been highest when the overall numbers have been highest; 92 per cent of emigrants being destined 
for Britain in the peak year for migration of 1960. As may be seen from Figure 1.2, though, it had not 
been below 75 per cent since 1955, when the appropriate statistics first become available.  Since 1960, 
however, the proportion travelling to Britain has declined markedly, and by 1966 had been reduced to 
55 per cent of all emigrants from the island. 
 

 
 
 For the period prior to 1957, only a limited amount of information is available, as shown in 
Table 1.10.  It is clear from this Table, though, that during the earlier post-war years, Britain did not 
play such a predominant role among the countries of destination of Cypriot emigrants.  Figures for 
immigration into Australia indicate that only around half of Cypriot emigrants at that time were 
destined for Britain.  There is no evidence that any country other than Australia received more than a 
very small number of Cypriot emigrants.  Moreover, it is clear from the Table that between 1953 and 
1956, the great majority of emigrants to Commonwealth countries generally were bound for Australia. 
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 Taking the post-war period as a whole, then, Britain has without doubt been the major country 
of emigration for Cypriots, although at times Australia has been a quite popular alternative.  It can be 
safely estimated that of nearly 100,000 post-war Cypriot emigrants from Cyprus, some 75 per cent 
have been destined for settlement in Britain. 
 The main alternative destination to Britain for Cypriot emigrants, as has already been made 
clear, is Australia.  Combining the information contained in the two previous Tables, it appears that 
11,110 Cypriots migrated to Australia between 1947 and 1966.  Since the figures for immigration into 
Australia may include a few persons last resident in Cyprus who were not Cypriot by ethnic group, this 
total may be fractionally on the high side.  Allowing though for the passage of a small number of 
migrants immediately after the war, it may safely be assumed that close on 11,000 Cypriots emigrated 
to Australia during the post-war period as a whole up to 1966.  This represents just over 11 per cent of 
Cypriot emigrants during the period.  The majority of migrants to Australia travelled there during the 
first of the two decades, and at the beginning of the 1950s the scale of the movement to Australia 
rivalled that to Britain.  As the numbers destined for Britain increased in the middle to late 1950s, the 
numbers destined for Australia declined.  Since the early 1960s, however, the rate of movement to 
Australia has risen again, and this rise has been more or less sustained while numbers migrating to 
Britain have been substantially reduced. 
 Apart from Britain and Australia, no other country has received more than about 2 per cent of 
post-war Cypriot emigrants.  A number of Cypriots emigrate annually to Africa, and within this 
continent chiefly to South Africa.  Many other African countries, though, regularly receive a handful of 
Cypriot migrants each year - the Congo, and various Commonwealth countries of East and West 
Africa.  North America is the fourth continent to which Cypriots are at all attracted, and traditionally it 
is the United States for which they have been destined.  Throughout the post-war period, though, the 
immigration of Cypriots into the United States has been limited by the quota system, which from 1953 
onwards allowed for 100 Cypriot immigrants per year12.  Thus, for the period for which figures are 
available, the rate of Cypriot immigration to the United States has remained steady at around this low 
level.  At the very end of the period under investigation, several hundred Cypriots have emigrated to 
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Canada, and this may be the start of a new trend in Cypriot migration overseas.  Continental Europe, 
on the other hand, seems to have no attraction for potential emigrants from Cyprus.  Even Greece and 
Turkey, the mother countries of the respective ethnic groups of Cyprus, received no more than a 
fraction of 1 per cent of migrants between 1957 and 1966, and there is no reason to suppose that they 
received any higher proportion during the earlier part of the post-war period. 
 The directions of emigrants differ to some extent between the ethnic groups.  Although Greek 
Cypriots by far predominate among the emigrants to Britain, it is Turkish Cypriots whose propensity to 
choose Britain is highest.  Between 1957 and 1966, the years for which figures are available, 96 per 
cent of all Turkish Cypriot emigrants were destined for Britain, as compared with 83 per cent of all 
Greek Cypriot emigrants from the island.  Out of just on 11,000 Turkish Cypriot emigrants during this 
period, little more than 400 travelled to any other destinations.  Out of these, some 150 voyaged to 
nearby Turkey, while another 150 were destined for Australia.  Turkish Cypriots thus emigrate almost 
exclusively to Britain. 
 It is the Greek Cypriots, on the other hand, who supply virtually all of the emigrants to 
destinations other than Britain.  These alternative countries of destination have already been mentioned, 
and in many of them there exist long-established Greek immigrant communities.  This is true for the 
United States, Canada and Australia, while Greek traders have been long dispersed in networks 
spreading over much of the African continent.  Although Australia has been the main recipient of Greek 
Cypriots emigrating elsewhere than Britain during the post-war period, over 4,000 Greek Cypriots have 
made for yet other destinations during 1957 to 1966 alone.  Thus while both groups of Cypriots have 
made Britain their major country of emigration in post-war times, Greek Cypriots have in addition 
scattered in quite small numbers so as to be represented in a variety of countries in all corners of the 
globe. 
 
Return Migration 
 The sole source of statistics relating to the return migration of Cypriots from Britain is the 
series of annual Demographic Reports published by the Cyprus Government, the data in which is 
derived from the passenger returns gathered at the ports.  Precise statistics for Cypriot immigration 
from Britain are available only from 1957, as in the case of emigration. 
 Figures for the annual Cypriot immigration into Cyprus from Britain from 1957-1966 are 
given in Table 1.11.  This indicates that 3,930 Cypriot migrants have returned permanently between 
1957 and 1966.  It is noticeable that the highest numbers returned home at, or close to, the time of the 
island's achievement of independence in August 1960. 
 Most of the migrants who returned to Cyprus during these ten years were Greek Cypriots.  
Indeed, the ratio of Greek to Turkish Cypriots among return migrants was virtually identical to that 
among outward migrants, 80 per cent being Greek and 20 per cent Turkish in each case.  It appears 
that Turkish emigrants were slightly more disposed to return to Cyprus at the time of independence, but 
have been disinclined to do so since the outbreak of ethnic strife in 1963. 
 For the return migration of Cypriots prior to 1957, estimates must be made.  For the years 
1955 and 1956 this may be done with reasonable accuracy, but for earlier years estimates must be 
somewhat arbitrary. 
 Table 1.12 indicates the number of immigrants of all ethnic groups to Cyprus in 1955 and 
1956.  The figure for 1956 includes a large number of families of service personnel.  For both these  
years, immigrants are classified by ethnic group and country of origin, but separately rather than in 
combination.  Greek and Turkish Cypriot immigrants, however, may safely be assumed to come from 
four countries only (with rare exceptions):  Britain, Greece, Turkey and Egypt.  And from the latter 
three countries, Greeks and Turks are likely to be the only ethnic groups represented.  On this basis, the 
number of Cypriot migrants from Britain may be estimated as the number of all Cypriot immigrants to 
Cyprus less the number of all immigrants from Greece, Turkey and Egypt.  The return migration of 
Cypriots from Britain is thus estimated as 191 persons in 1955 and 86 persons in 1956. 
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 For the period prior to 1955, the number of return migrants can be estimated only on a rather 
arbitrary basis.  In order for it to be systematic, however, it is assumed that the ratio of return migrants 
to outward migrants during this ten year period is the same as during the four years 1955 to 1958.  On 
this basis it is estimated that between 1945 and 1954 there were 808 Cypriot return migrants from 
Britain to Cyprus. 
 Over the whole post-war period from 1945 to 1966, therefore, it is estimated that 5,015 one-
time Cypriot migrants to Britain have in due course returned to settle in Cyprus.  This represents a 
return rate of 6.7 per cent.  The great majority of the return migrants have been Greek Cypriots, but 
both ethnic groups seem to have had an equally low propensity to return to their native land. 
 
Net Migration 
 As the number of Cypriot migrants moving each way between Cyprus and Britain has now 
been established, the most straightforward procedure for calculating net migration is to aggregate the 
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two series of figures in question.  As these figures are based on the movement of passengers in and out 
of the ports of Cyprus, what is being measured here is, to be precise, the net outward migration of 
Cypriots from Cyprus to Britain. 
 The annual net movement over the post-war period up to 1966 is presented in Table 1.13.  
Figures for the period 1945-54 have been aggregated in view of the fact that return migration during  
 

 
 
this first post-war decade can only be estimated somewhat arbitrarily.  During the remaining twelve 
years, however, it appears that there was a net movement of more than 56,000 Cypriot migrants out of 
Cyprus to Britain.  The trend of net migration accords closely with that for emigration as such, on 
account of the low rate of return migration on the part of Cypriots in Britain.  Considering the post-war 
period as a whole, it is calculated that there has been a net migration of almost 70,000 Cypriots from 
Cyprus to Britain. 
 The net movement of members of each ethnic group can only be calculated exactly from 1957 
onwards.  These figures are given in Table 1.14.  Between 1957 and 1966 there was a net outward 
migration from Cyprus to Britain of some 39,000 Greek Cypriots and towards 10,000 Turkish 
Cypriots.  Again, in view of the low ratio of return migrants to outward migrants among the two ethnic 
groups, the trend of net migration is similar to that of outward migration in each case.  Moreover, the 
trend for both Greek and Turkish Cypriot groups is similar to that for Cypriot migrants generally, as 
may be seen from Figure 1.3. 
 To obtain figures for the net movement on the part of each group over the post-war period as a 
whole, the numbers for years prior to 1957 must be estimated.  In order to do this, it is assumed that, as 
over the period 1957 to 1966, the ratio of return to outward migration for each ethnic group during the 
years 1945 to 1956 was the same.  On this basis it is estimated that during those first twelve post-war  
 



Robin Oakley, Cypriot Migration and Settlement in Britain, D.Phil. thesis, University of Oxford, 1971 

 
 

16 
 

 
 
 

 



Robin Oakley, Cypriot Migration and Settlement in Britain, D.Phil. thesis, University of Oxford, 1971 

 
 

17 
 

years there was a net movement to Britain of 17,349 Greek Cypriots and 3,631 Turkish Cypriots.  It 
follows from this that over the post-war period as a whole, up to 1966 there has taken place a net 
migration of 56,357 Greek Cypriots and 13,375 Turkish Cypriots from Cyprus to Britain. 
 The second source of data for the net migration of Cypriots to Britain is the record of 
passenger movement in and out of Britain that has been kept and made available by the British Home 
Office.  These figures, for Commonwealth citizens only, date from 1955 onwards, and are strictly 
speaking for net passenger movement rather than net migration into Britain.  Up to 1962 they are 
available only in the form of rounded estimates, but since the middle of that year, due to the 
introduction of immigration controls, exact figures for net passenger movement have been recorded. 
 For Cypriot citizens, the Home Office figures for the net inward movement into Britain are 
shown in Table 1.15.  Comparison with Table 1.14 preceding shows that as a measure of net Cypriot 
migration, these Home Office figures provide a very different picture to those based on passenger 
movement in and out of Cyprus. 
 

 
 
 The difference, however, is largely confined to the period up to 1962.  Between 1955 and 1961, 
according to the Home Office figures, there was a net migration of 20,850 Cypriots into Britain, 
whereas according to the Cyprus Government's figures, the figure was 42,049.  It has already been 
pointed out, though, that the Home Office did not regard its estimates as highly accurate ones.  But in 
view of this discrepancy as regards Cypriot migration, it seems dubious whether they are of much value 
at all.  It is particularly significant that in the years 1959 and 1960, the Home Office totals for all 
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inward movement of Cypriots were far less than the Cyprus totals for emigrants alone.  This especially 
suggests that, in the case of Cypriot citizens at least, the rough count of passenger movement kept by 
British Immigration Officers between 1955 and 1962 was far from adequate to produce a reliable 
record of the net inward movement of Commonwealth citizens. 
 For the period following the introduction of the Commonwealth Immigrants Act in 1962, the 
two series are not so seriously discrepant.  Between 1963 and 1966, there was a net migration of 9,095 
according to the Home Office figures, and of 9,695 according to the official figures for Cyprus.  A 
difference of this order during such a short period of time is fully to be expected in view of the different 
phenomena which each series is measuring.  As may be seen from the Home Office figures for inward 
and outward movement separately, Cypriots are heavy travellers to and from Britain, and it is common 
for those visiting relatives in either country to stay for quite long periods.  To the extent that, arising 
out of these visits, a certain amount of 'invisible migration' occurs, the Home Office figures suggest that 
the balance of this may consist of one-time migrants to Britain having returned home.  It may be, 
however, that net effective migration of Cypriots to Britain over the post-war period is slightly lower 
than is indicated by aggregating the totals for migrants in and out of Cyprus.  From the Home Office 
figures, however, the actual extent of any such over-estimation cannot be estimated. 
 
Summary 
 Figures for Cypriot migration from Cyprus to Britain are available for the whole of the post-
war period.  These relate mainly to the departure of emigrants from Cyprus. 
 Over the post-war period from 1945 to 1966, just short of 75,000 Cypriots have emigrated 
from Cyprus to Britain.  The major part of this migration took place between the years 1955 and 1962.  
Four-fifths of the migrants were Greek Cypriot by ethnic group, and the balance was composed of 
Turkish Cypriots.  Approximately three-quarters of all post-war emigrants from Cyprus have been 
destined for Britain, Australia being the principal alternative destination. 
 Only some 5,000 one-time migrants appear to have returned to Cyprus to settle there, 
representing a return rate among migrants of less than 7 per cent.  The net migration of Cypriots to 
Britain thus totals approximately 70,000 persons during these twenty-two post-war years. 
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